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This notion will be further evaluated through a 
comparison analogy of an incident during an AFL 
final in Perth in 2015 in which a fan assaulted an 
off-guard female officer, before being evacuated 
from the stadium. Through close analysis of both 
situations, a conclusion can be established based on 
the subtle media hypocrisies and the portrayal of the 
incidents, drawing on articles from the Sydney 
Morning Herald and 9News accounting on the 
incidents of 2015 and the Melbourne Football 
Derby in 2016. This analysis will sustenance the 
primary conclusion that negative journalism of 
other sports is depicted in a way which the media 
demonises the individual as oppose to shaming the 
entire sport. 

Over the past decade, Australian mainstream media 
has arguably painted Football in an often dark and 
criminalised shade, depicting a sub-culture reminiscent 
of 1980’s Europe, one that is enriched with violence 
and hooliganism to the detriment of the game. As 
Bahfen (2016) suggests, this “foreign” portrayal is what 
segments the game from any other sporting code in 
Australia; followed by migrants and smeared in 
cultural division. Journalism of football in Australia is 
closely associated with violence and anti-social 
behavior.  
 
The opening of this article will address this issue in 
relation to popular trends and stereotypes from 2013-
2016 that mainstream media outlets of broadcast, 
Channel 7, 9, 10 and the ABC as well as print media 
outlets such as The Age, Sydney Morning Herald and the 
Daily Telegraph portray to represent football fans in 
Australia.  
 
There is also arguably a depiction of established 
cultures that are portrayed when reporting on football 
fans in Australia. The later of this article will pay close 
examination to key events of the footballing calendar, 
including both the recent Sydney and Melbourne 
Derbies and the way in which it is perceived and 
represented by media outlets. 
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Since Post World War II immigration during the 1950s 
and early 60s, Football has been an intricate part of 
Australian history.  The development of the game has 
come under scrutiny for its affiliation to European 
cultures and violence. This is evidenced through the 
breaking down of the Herald Sun’s 2013 editorial, “Soccer 
kicks and own goal”.  The nature of the article combines 
all four elements of factual, causal, evaluation and even 
provides a recommendation on the issue. The writer is 
left anonymous however the message is powerful and 
clear. They use compelling appeals to authority, hard-
hitting statistics, comparative analogy, appeal to negative 
consequences and emotive language to drive their 
arguments of the state of football fans in Australia.  
 
THE British disease that infected soccer has reappeared in 
Australia after lying dormant since the 1980s. 
 
The lead of the article is abruptly forward, with the 
emotive imagery in the term ‘disease’ suggesting the 
infectious nature of football fans and its spread from 
Britain to Australia. This opening metaphor ensures the 
audience is aware of the position of the article from the 
outset, outlining the severity of the issue immediately. 
The author makes continual reference to the term “thugs” 
when labeling these fans, questioning the validity of their 
love for “the beautiful game.” The repetition of the term 
ensures the audience is aware of the author’s stance, with 
the negative categorisation of these fans putting them in a 
role of “agent” for the soccer “epidemic”.  
 
If unchecked, this sickness will destroy the game. The AFL 
quickly combated racism when it reared its head. 
 
Soccer must do the same in stamping out violence. 
 

Again the repetition of this “sickness” that 
plagues football is what inevitably the 
author draws to as the slippery slope. 
Descriptive terms like “destroy”, 
“combated” and “stamping” are cleverly 
embedded to evoke the violent nature of 
football fans. The appeal to negative 
consequence is highlighted through the 
comparative analogy to rivaling code, 
Australian Football League (AFL) that has 
overcome their battle with racism. This 
evaluative presumption plays a role in 
shaping the audience to assume the AFL 
has got the upper-hand in overcoming 
issues in their game, something that 
football is yet to do.  
 
Australian soccer clubs must support our police 
and clubs must continue to ban the thugs from 
attending games as well as handing down heavy 
fines. 
 
Setting off flares at Australian soccer matches is 
hooliganism, pure and simple. 
 
Here we can see an appeal to ethics, with 
the inclusive use of “Australian” indicative 
of the position the author is trying to place 
their audience in - exclusive from the 
“thugs” at soccer games. There is clear 
appeal to authority, both for the clubs 
boards and directors to cooperate with 
police in curing the issue, and this is 
achieved through the means of a 
recommendation. 
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Auerbach may assume that his audience is aware of 
frequent violence occurring at soccer games, however 
the distracting inclusion of football in the article fuels a 
misleading and violent portrayal of football. 

It is interesting to note, ABC’s (2014) reporting on the 
incident, “Bondi violence: Police investigate after man 
left fighting for life following bashing”, makes no 
relation or mention of soccer throughout the articles 
entirety. Despite similar language features and use of 
emotive language, the ABC article is able to depict the 
man “fighting for life” not due to his association to 
football, but because of the situation that stemmed 
from being in Bondi.  

Lets take a look at the article ‘Racism and Sabotage: 
The history of how Australia rejected football’ written 
by Ben Cuzzupe this year for Eurosport, a European 
based sporting broadcaster and news network. The 
article is a factual evaluation, in which appeals to 
facts, ethics and analogical links to rivalling sporting 
codes in Australia lye at the heart of Cuzzupe’s claims. 
This article focuses on an historic timeline of the 
progressions, or lack of, in Australia and its 
acceptance of ‘the world game’.  It is important to note 
that this article is written by an Australian, however 
for a European audience who is unfamiliar with 
Australian football and media.  
 
The article begins full of praise and marvel in the 
sporting success of Australia in comparison to our 
population before unveiling his primary claim that,  
 
… its relationship with football continues to be toxic and one 
bordering on hatred. 
 
He justifies this claim through a range of appeals to 
facts, drawing on instances where tabloids and radio 
hosts have drawn comparisons of fans to that of the 
threat of ISIS. The satirical nature of the article when 
drawing on such comparisons highlights his view on 
the topic, making his case to a perceived audience of 
football fans that are both, unaware of the issues that 
surround football in Australia, but are football fans 
and thus shall accept and acknowledge his claims. 
This is evidenced in the following:  
 
The largest tabloid paper in the country, the Herald Sun 
wrote an article last week comparing the threat of 
international ISIS terror and riots in Marseille, to the 
‘rowdiness’ of Greek fans lighting a singular celebratory flare 
at their friendly match against Australia.  
 
There were no arrests made. 

The next article ties in well with the media 
portrayal of football fans in Australia. Taylor 
Auerbach’s 2014 article for the Daily Telegraph, 
”Bloody bashing replays Bondi madness”, is a 
hard-news style report of a king-hit incident that 
occurred in Sydney’s eastern suburbs. The factual 
piece provides appeals to authority and ethics, as 
outbreaks of violence were a common trend in the 
area at the time.    
 
Latest attack shows thugs learnt nothing. 
 
A TRIP to the soccer nearly cost young Nowra man Jake 
Stephenson his life yesterday after he was allegedly 
bashed in a random and cowardly attack near Bondi 
Beach that “appalled” even the Premier.  
 
The ambiguity of the opening line in the lead 
places the audience in a sense of uncertainty, 
however the term “thugs” assures the issue is of a 
violent nature. The appeal to authority is the 
inclusion of Premier Mike Baird who’s quoted in 
the lead but also later in the piece to place 
emphasise on the issue. The most intriguing piece 
of this article is that it asserts the audience into a 
frame of mind that assumes the incident is as a 
result of “a trip to the soccer.” In this sense the 
reference to the soccer game acts as a mere 
distraction for what is the actual issue in this story, 
the violence.  
 
The article continues down this path, where 
Auerbach continues to introduce this notion of the 
soccer game as the forefront of the information. 
Again it acts as a distraction to the actual issue of 
the article. In this way it could be argued there is a 
case of ‘non sequitur’ as the relationship between 
the below situation and the rest of the article’s 
conclusions is unnecessarily added.  
 
The 21-year-old had been with mates at Allianz Stadium 
to watch the A-League game between Sydney FC and 
Melbourne City on Saturday night before moving on to 
the eastern suburbs. 
 
The article proceeds to detail of the incident that 
occurred at Bondi Beach later in the night. From 
this point on, there is no further mention or 
association with soccer. The opening lead subtly 
implies that the ‘soccer’ was the acting agent or 
vehicle for the violence when really the game, its 
location and its relevance to the incident seem 
unwarranted.  
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The article also details of a broadcasting deal with Channel 7 in 1998 that was set to propel football in the 
right direction after it seemed the Australian media has succeeded in its “aggressive means of repressing the 
sport”. Cuzzupe’s appeal to facts is highlighted in his description of the events that occurred following the 
broadcasting deal:  
 
“…the coverage diminished from a few live games a week, to an hour highlights show after midnight on weekdays on 
Seven’s pay TV channel.”  
 
Cuzzupe concludes the article in an opinionated tone, one that is filled with satire and resentment. In the 
quotation below, the author makes an appeal to comparison with the European Championships of 2016 
and its portrayal in Australian media. He puts forward a counterargument to his claim, acknowledging 
that a lot of the talking points from the tournament came off the pitch in acts of violence rather than on it. 
He does however argue that its instances like these that the Australian media pounce on in a means to 
paint the sport in a tarnished light and position audiences into “fervour of moral panic.”     
 
The press internationally rightfully denounce the actions of thugs and louts at the Euros, seeing it as an unfortunate 
sideshow to what happens on the pitch. 
 
In Australia, such incidents are used as a means to prove the sport is a threat to not only the dominant codes, but the 
purity of the nation as a whole. 
 
So lets draw our attention to two separate incidences from different codes and analyse them from the 
stance in which they are reported by Australian media. The first comes from Fairfax Media newspapers 
the Herald Sun and the Sydney Morning Herald, with the first related to the AFL incident and the later of the 
Melbourne Derby. The principle of this comparative analogy is to draw conclusions based on the 
representation of the issue, with one heavily focusing on the individual and the other making a collective 
shaming of the sport.  
 
“Jailed Fremantle fan Cody Yarran banned from AFL games after punching woman during preliminary 
final at Subiaco Oval” – 2015 (Herald Sun) 
 
The article is an appeal to facts and ethics, providing insight into the assault that occurred during a Final in 
Perth. The lead opens with:  
 
A MAN jailed for punching a female supporter at Subiaco Oval will be banned from AFL games indefinitely. 
 
The description of the “MAN” in this instance acts as an exclusive term to separate him from the sport, his 
club and the rest of the supporters who attended the game. The article continues:  
 
The ban comes as the league commits to a major security overhaul at all grounds, which is expected to be ticked off 
before Round 1 by the AFL Commission. 
 
Here the appeal to authority plays as a distraction for the violence that occurred. The causal claim is 
placed immediately after the lead to affirm to the audience that the AFL will be on top of incidences like 
these in the future.  
 
Trouble flares at Melbourne soccer derby between Victory and City – 2016 (SMH)  
 
Likewise, this article is an appeal to facts and ethics, with a clear labeling of the sport and its supporters 
from the outset. The descriptive term “flares” foreshadows the rest of the article as the lead reads:  
 
Melbourne Victory face a potential loss of points after a flare was let off at the North terrace end inside Etihad Stadium 
during the Melbourne derby on Saturday night. 
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Here we see a clear categorisation of the club 
Melbourne Victory and the issue at hand. Unlike the 
first article, the relationship is with the club, with the 
inclusion of the sub-culture “North Terrace” added 
to emphasise this communal addressing. At no point 
is the individual who let off the flare named or 
individualised, confirming the demonisation of the 
sport as oppose to the individual. The piece 
continues:  
  
Despite repeated warnings from police and the soccer clubs 
that fans behave themselves, four fans were arrested and 13 
evicted.  
 
There is arguably and undermining tone with this 
appeal to authority. The function of the phrase 
“despite repeated warnings from police and the soccer 
clubs” subtly inscribes that soccer “fans” are child-like 
in their inability to “behave themselves”.  The appeal 
to ethics here is clear, with these fans blameworthy 
for the wrongdoing. Again the individuals are not 
identified or shamed, but rather the consensus is 
made that all these fans were warned and still 
engaged in anti-social behaviour.   
 
9News also addressed both issues at the time. Again 
the media material presented on both cases provide 
alternative viewpoints on the issues, with the first 
article, Life ban for Dockers fan accused of hitting 
woman in throat during AFL game (2015), boasting 
a heavy influx of quotations from the victim, the 
‘agent’, as well as AFL CEO and stadium managers. 
This is a deliberate structural placement to evoke not 
only a sense of overcoming the issue, but also to 
separate the audience, the victim and the sport from 
the perpetrator and the assault. This is evidenced in 
the following two quotes below:  
 
The man is alleged to have replied: “I don’t give an f--- 
about the kids ... I’ll smash anyone who comes near me”. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
“Perth Stadium Management strongly support the AFL 
CEO Gillon McLachlan’s comments on the incident, and 
reiterate that anti-social behaviour at Domain Stadium 
will not be tolerated.” 
 

This approach is dissimilar in the 9News article, 
Trouble flares at Melbourne A-League derby (2016), 
where the appeal to facts and ethics is only supported 
by authorial quotes from a police spokeswoman.  
 
Active supporters ripped the flare in response to Luke 
Brattan's goal for Melbourne City in the second half of their 
4-1 drubbing to Melbourne City. 
 
This notion divides the audiences association to both 
the fans and the game, as not one individual is held 
accountable for the “ripped” flare but rather the entire 
active supporters section of the crowd. The failure to 
address the opinions of footballing authorities further 
represents the umbrella shaming of the sport as the 
actions of its fans outweigh the significance of the 
game.  
 
Analysing various media coverage of football in 
Australia since 2013 has made it clear there is a 
dominant representation of fans of the game in the 
media. Both fans and the sport itself seem to be 
characterised by “thugs” who need repeated warning 
and punishment, in retrospect to the game itself. It 
appears the battle is being fought off the field rather 
than on it, with continual implication that 
authorities and Australia are fed up with the culture 
that is projected by media claims. Although football 
may seem part of our Australian identity - the 
acceptance and flourishing of multiculturalism in 
society, the ‘us against them’ mentality remains a 
part of football journalism in our country.  
 
Word Count: 2,206 (without quotes) 
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